UWE NEW CAMPUS PROJECT

SUMMARY FEEDBACK REPORT
OCTOBER PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Introduction:

The University has been keen to engage and involve staff, students and the wider community in shaping the future plans for the New Campus.  A series of consultation activities took place in October and followed three earlier rounds of consultation in April/May, June and July 09. 

The aim of this round of public consultation was to provide an opportunity for everyone to view the latest proposals and to invite feedback on the draft masterplan and draft concept statement. This would enable the masterplanning team to make any further amendments to these documents before they are submitted to the University Governors in late November. Once approved by the University, the draft concept statement will be formally submitted to South Gloucestershire Council together with the draft masterplan as additional information.  

October Consultation activities:

Consultation exhibitions showing the draft concept statement and masterplan proposals were on display on all the University campus sites from 16 – 23 October and a two day public drop in exhibition was held at Frenchay campus on 16 & 17 October. All the consultation material was also available online at www.uwenewcampus.com.

To maximise input from across the University, a series of three internal workshops were held for staff and students. A follow up external workshop was also held for key stakeholders. Student Services organised a Student Voices style workshop for students with an interest in disability and access and the Student Union also ran its own consultation activities including an online survey.
The consultation events have been supported by a wider communications exercise, including: a dedicated project website; e-communications; University publications and public leaflets; information at the Frenchay Freshers Fair; adverts on UWE Flyer buses; posters & banners on all campus sites; and advertising and media activity. This programme was designed to raise general awareness and ensure that anyone interested could respond to and be part of ongoing discussions as the masterplanning project progressed. 
Feedback:
Over 150 people completed the October comment form. Other feedback was received through workshops, written submissions, ‘meet the team’ sessions and other face-to-face discussions. This indicated:
· Majority support for the draft Concept Statement
· Majority support for most of the key themes identified in the masterplan (apart from questions over the role & scope of the Research & Enterprise Park and concerns around traffic and parking)
· Support from local community and University re more facilities and amenities for shared use but with differing opinions about location and management
· Support from local community and University re opening up the campus by improving cycling and pedestrian links to the wider area but with thought given to security and safety
· Suggestions for more green spaces and landscaping for recreation and protection of wildlife areas
· Continuing frustration from local residents about overspill parking and traffic congestion and impact on neighbouring areas

· Similar concerns from staff and students about parking provision on site and poor transport links
· Continuing concerns over the ability of the public transport network and highways to cope with the proposed increase in daily visits to the campus
· Many positive suggestions from staff & students about aspects of the masterplan proposals including: encouraging cycling and alternative transport options; potential use and scope of individual buildings and facilities including bringing forward both the pool and library improvements sooner; expanding the scope & size of the Centre for Performing Arts; and potential to foster links with external partners and businesses/research.

Next steps:

A full consultation report detailing the October activities and feedback will be available shortly.

In due course, a summary of the complete consultation process, highlighting key feedback themes and responses from the team, will be provided within the Statement of Community Involvement which will accompany any future planning submission.
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