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 1. Introduction 
 

 
The current UWE Campus at Frenchay is about 32.4 hectares (80 
acres) and is accessed from Coldharbour Lane. UWE also operates 
from the St. Matthias and Glenside Campuses at Fishponds and 
from the Bower Ashton Campus (all within BCC). The existing 
Frenchay Campus features 2,000 resident students and generates 
£400m pa expenditure in the local economy, thus playing a central 
role in the local and wider area.  

In October 2008, the University purchased a neighbouring site to the 
Frenchay Campus from Hewlett Packard (approx. 28.3 hectares or 
70 acres) with the aim of consolidating activities onto the one 
enlarged Campus and of remodelling where possible to provide a 
better environment for students and visitors.    

The existing Frenchay Campus has evolved in an ad hoc manner 
over time. A number of buildings are out of date and will need to be 
replaced over the next 25 years if UWE is to maximise its potential 
as a University.  

A number of other buildings have recently been constructed 
(including the Student Village, R and S Blocks) which, alongside 
environmental considerations, will limit opportunities for wholesale 
redevelopment of the campus. However, the purchase of the former 
Hewlett Packard land and buildings provides significant opportunities 
for remodelling some parts of the Campus. 

A vision and strategy has been prepared to show how the University 
and Campus will function and develop over the next 25 years. The 
redevelopment of the Campus will need to meet the future 
accommodation requirements of the University, create an 
environment which supports innovative learning and improve the 
character, appearance and operation of the University. 

The University has undertaken wide ranging consultation leading to 
the preparation of this draft Concept Statement and a more detailed 
draft Campus masterplan. 

The Concept Statement provides an analysis of current site 
constraints and opportunities and sets key development principles to 
be followed in redeveloping the Campus. 

 
Aerial view of existing Frenchay Campus and former HP land from the east 

Vision 

The Universityôs Vision is that it becomes: 

ñan internationally acknowledged centre for knowledge exchange, drawing 
upon its excellent teaching, scholarship and research in order to prepare 
students for the various needs and challenges of work and society.ò 
 
It follows that the Universityôs vision for the New Campus is that: 

 It should be redeveloped to meet academic needs and inspire, motivate and 
attract students, staff, employers and partners.   

 It should be well integrated with local communities and be publicly accessible 
by foot, cycle and public transport.   

 Appropriate facilities will be open to the public where this is practical and 
would be consistent with academic and transportation aims. 
 

In summary, the strategy is to meet academic needs in a sustainable way and for the 
site to be accessible to local people while managing traffic pressures.   
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   The UWE campus in its wider setting 
 
The University Campus is located within the North Fringe ï South 
Sector within South Gloucestershire.  This area has experienced 
rapid development over recent years and further change is likely.  
  
Key sites in the vicinity of UWE include: 
Residential areas  

1. Lockleaze - within Bristol City Council area. 
2. Filton ï East of railway line. 
3. Cheswick Village - Wallscourt Farm ï (Redrow Homes 

development of 1250 homes, a primary school and local centre). 
4. Stoke Park ï about 500 homes (complete). 
5. Harry Stoke ï Local Plan allocation for 1200 homes. 
6. East of Coldharbour Lane - Local Plan allocation for 500 homes.  
7. UWE ï Student Village  
8. M32 Corridor ï Regional Spatial Strategy Area of Search (for about 

2000 dwellings.)  

 Employment, Commercial and Educational areas 
9. Abbeywood - Station 
10. Abbeywood - MOD ï Procurement Executive 
11. Abbeywood - Retail Park 
12. Abbeywood North - MOD ï new site off New Road under 

construction 
13. Filton High School and WISE (West of England Institute for 

Specialise Education 
14. AXA Sun Life 
15. Parkway Station 
16. Lime Kiln Close Offices 
17. Fox Den Road - Sainsbury and B+Q   
18. Bristol Business Park 
19. UWE ï Main Campus 
20. UWE  - Bus Station 
21. UWE ï Proposed Research and Enterprise Park 
22. Hewlett Packard 

 
Strategic Green Spaces  
Include ï 
A. Stoke Park and Purdown, 
B. Sims Hill, 
C The M32 Corridor 
D. Splatts Abbey Wood.   

 
        North Fringe Context (Image source ï South Gloucestershire Council) 

 
It is recognised that this area does not function well at present: 

 There are very limited social, community and cultural facilities; 

 Employment and residential areas are divided by roads, large car parks and 
intensively landscaped areas resulting in community severance; 

 There is a lack of an identifiable town or local centre; 

 It is a car dominated environment; 

 Green spaces do not link together.  

The Council is preparing a new vision and policies for this area which will guide 
development over the next twenty years.  The Masterplan for the campus will inform 
the Councilôs emerging vision for the wider area and will be flexible enough to help 
the Council secure its aims.  



 

 
 U

UUWWWEEE   NNNEEEWWW   CCCAAAMMMPPPUUUSSS   ïïï   CCCOOONNNCCCEEEPPPTTT   SSSTTTAAATTTEEEMMMEEENNNTTT            3     

 Process to date: 
 
UWE acquired the New Land (former HP land/buildings) in October 2008. It appointed a masterplanning team in January 2009, which then undertook a 
rigorous process of site investigations. A series of public consultation events were held in April/May, June and July to present the Universityôs emerging site 
proposals. Feedback gathered from UWE students and staff, the general public and key external stakeholders has been considered and has informed the 
emerging proposals. The University and the masterplanning team have settled on a strategic spatial framework for the remodelled campus, which is 
presented in this document.    

2. Driving Principles 
 
The University has developed the followingòCampus Development Principlesò from its emerging strategies to direct the masterplanning process. These 
principles have been utilised to assess the spatial options developed to date: 
 

1. The University will provide a vibrant, creative learning and research environment; 

2. The campus will be open to and attract the public; 

3. The campus will welcome visitors and have a definite focal point; 

4. The campus should contain good buildings and flexible space supportive of modern working practices and full utilisation of technology;  

5. The campus will seek to create more flexible social and learning space for staff and students;  

6. The campus should have an attractive public realm / landscape network and nature conservation areas should be protected; 

7. The impact of vehicular traffic coming to the campus should be managed, whilst maintaining access; 

8. The campus should operate more efficiently in terms of how it is used and the resources required to run and maintain it; 

9. The University will consolidate activities at the Frenchay Campus and reduce the overall space requirement; 

10. The Campus should accommodate modest overall growth in student numbers, primarily postgraduate, part time and international students; 

11. The masterplan must be affordable and long term ï 25 years; 

12. The campus must have óownershipô of the students, staff and other key stakeholders which will be brought about by a full and proper consultation 
process as the plans are developed.  

 
Following public consultation, two additional Principles have been added: 

13. The University will seek greater integration and connectivity with its surroundings; 

14. The University will welcome and encourage shared use of appropriate cultural, leisure and recreational facilities by adjacent communities and the 
general public. 
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 3.   Additional Development Principles 

 
A number of additional informal development principles have been devised as the project has progressed. These include but are not limited to: 

 To present a clear arrival experience for staff, students and visitors;  

 To provide a safe, secure, logical and legible access and movement strategy that considers routes into and across the campus;  

 To create a hierarchy of external spaces through the use of a coherent landscape strategy, pedestrian permeability  and public art;  

 To identify focal buildings which reflect and complement their intended function;  

 To provide a safe, inviting, attractive and functional public and private realm; 

 To establish a place of distinct character and at a scale compatible with neighbouring uses;  

 To provide for long term viability and management of buildings and open spaces;  

 To promote a high quality design and learning environment supported by innovative technology; 

 To carefully consider the distribution and range of dual use facilities that could be accessible to both UWE and the wider community;  

 To provide access to facilities, jobs and services and to provide a focal point for the local community; 

 To establish strategic partnerships with neighboursï namely Crest, Redrow, MOD, etc. and to explore opportunities for joint provision of facilities; 

 To generate a land use framework that has the capability to deliver, over time, innovative sustainable, energy generation and consumption 
strategies and which will minimise emissions of carbon dioxide;   

 To minimise traffic generation through the provision of accommodation on site, the development of facilities for walking, cycling and public transport 
and the mitigation of any off-site impacts through appropriate measures developed in liaison with the relevant highway authorities; 

 To meet student accommodation needs; 

 To safeguard the Grade II Listed Wallscourt Farm building and its setting; 

 To utilise land efficiently; and  

 To incorporate and enhance the natural environment and bio-diversity into all aspects of design for the scheme. 
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 4. Academic Drivers 
Current position 

 
Aims Objectives ï what is proposed 

The purchase of the Hewlett Packard site has 
presented the University with an unrivalled 
opportunity to rationalise its existing estate and 
to create significant operational efficiencies. 
The UWE óNew Campusô must, first and 
foremost, meet the needs of the Universityôs 
core academic operation. However, the 
University has sought to have a wider focus on 
the surrounding community and this is 
reflected in aims, objectives and principles 
identified in this document and the masterplan. 
 
With respect to ókey academic driversô, the 
following areas have been identified:   
 
Learning environment 
The historic UWE Campus has developed in a 
relatively ad-hoc way over time and falls short 
of providing a unified environment or a positive 
learning experience. It is essential that the 
remodelling of the existing Campus and the 
acquired land/buildings address these 
deficiencies (noted in more detail below).    
 
Consolidating services 
In addition to the existing Frenchay Campus, 
the University currently operates three other 
campuses within Bristol ï Glenside, St. 
Matthias and Bower Ashton. The remodelling 
of the Frenchay Campus will allow UWE to 
relocate activity from Glenside and St. 
Matthias onto the óNew Campusô, thus 
resulting in cost and operational efficiencies. 
Significant investments have recently been 
made at Bower Ashton but it may also be 
relocated in the longer-term.   

The first priority must be to meet academic 
needs  The University must: 

 Be fit for the 21st Century.  
The campus should inspire, motivate and 
attract students, staff, employers and 
other partners. 

 Meet changing academic needs.  
The campus should be a stimulating, 
green, pleasant, healthy, flexible and 
sustainable environment.  It should be an 
example to the country if not the world.   

 Enable improved academic, research 
and corporate performance.   
The campus should  improve the position 
of UWE in the University rankings and 
generate new income streams to 
guarantee future success and our ability 
to invest further in the student/staff 
experience and our research and 
knowledge exchange endeavours. 

 Enable UWE to compete 
The campus should provide 
contemporary facilities and improved 
infrastructure to modern design and 
specifications to allow the University to 
compete effectively with other national 
and international educational 
organisations. 

 Extend the range of facilities available 
to students and the public 
The campus should provide high quality 
accommodation, academic, sports, social 
and cultural facilities.    

 Full time, home undergraduate numbers will be held 
broadly constant;  

 The University will seek to grow the numbers of post 
graduate students (Teaching and Research ), part 
time, block release and overseas students; 

 The University will focus on areas of research where 
there is a particular strength and opportunity; 

 The University will reduce the complexity and range of 
the academic programmes it offers; 

 The University will seek to integrate subject areas and 
services by consolidating campuses that will bring 
together learning and support facilities; 

 The University will seek to increase the income it 
generates from continuing professional development 
(CPD) and engagement with employers; 

 The University will continuously improve the student 
experience with an increasing emphasis on 
employability and employer engagement; 

 The University will reach out to the community 
seeking to encourage engagement with and use of the 
Universityôs staff and facilities; 

 The redeveloped campus will fully utilise advances in 
technology to support learning and teaching both on 
and off campus. The campus design will create areas 
which integrate social learning space with more formal 
space; and 

 The use of simulation and computer interactive 
technologies will be increased and students and staff 
will move to a facilitated learning approach which 
encourages exploration and problem solving. 
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 5. Site Context  
Current position 

 
Aims Objectives ï what is proposed 

Site Context 
The campus is located within the south sector 
of the North Fringe.  This area has largely 
developed in a ócampus styleô with central 
buildings surrounded by car parks, intensive 
landscaping and major roads.  This results in 
an area which has no recognisable centre or 
urban form and where neighbouring land-uses 
tend to be segregated. Many of the sites are 
insular with tight security.    
 
The original UWE campus follows this pattern 
of development with buildings separated from 
the wider North Fringe community by car 
parks, drainage areas, intensive landscaping 
and major roads providing visual and physical 
barriers.  Consequently, the Campus and 
neighbouring sites are not mutually integrated. 
 
Other than the high-rise student village, 
buildings tend not to be visible from outside 
the Campus and do not contribute to a sense 
of place or help orientation/legibility of the 
North Fringe or the Campus. 
 
The majority University Campus and buildings 
are currently inward looking and do not 
encourage or welcome visitors. 
 
See Figure A - Site Context Plan overleaf.   
 
 
 
 
 

 Remodelling the Campus should help it 
contribute to the emerging vision for this 
part of the North Fringe, providing better 
links and reduced barriers between it and 
neighbouring sites. 

 The University should be more outward 
looking both in its immediate local context 
and in providing physical and virtual links 
to surrounding neighbourhoods and towns. 

 Ensure that the New Campus is open and 
accessible and to engage with the wider 
community to ensure that it is perceived as 
such. 

 

 The physical form of the Campus will be made more 
welcoming through the provision of landmark and 
gateway features/buildings and a coherent public 
realm strategy.  

 The University will provide clear links across the 
Campus and, where practical, at the edges with 
neighbouring sites. This should ensure that the 
Campus is better integrated with surrounding 
communities, services and facilities.  

 More emphasis will be placed on strategic public 
transport routes which pass through the site, thus 
helping to facilitate access into and through the New 
Campus. 

 The ótransformational changeô resulting from the 
proposed remodelling will improve the overall legibility 
of the area.   

 

Aerial view of existing Frenchay 
Campus and former HP land from 
the north 
 
 


